SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 29 MAY 2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin-wordpress.com. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


While the problems experienced by some members accessing the SARL web 
pages are being attended to, an additional channel is now available. To download 


the weekly SARL News audio recordings and to listen to, or download Amateur 
Radio Today, log on to www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 

THE MAY RAE RESULTS HAVE BEEN RELEASED 

THE SARL TOP BAND CERTIFICATE 

and 

RADIO ZS CELEBRATES 75 YEARS IN JULY 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE MAY RAE RESULTS HAVE BEEN RELEASED 


On Friday evening 27 May, the RAE Manager sent the May RAE results by e- 
mail to the candidates who wrote the exam on Saturday 21 May. The President 
and Council of the SARL congratulates all the successful candidates. They also 
thank the RAE Manager and his team, the Club instructors and Invigilators 
and everybody involved with the RAE process. 


THE SARL VHF/UHF FM CONTEST 


The second leg of the SARL VHF/UHF FM Contest will be on the air from 
12:00 to 16:00 UTC on Saturday 4 June 2022 with the aim of promoting FM 
activity on the VHF and UHF bands. Activity will take place on 6 and 2 metres 
as well as on 70 cm. QSOs must be two-way point to point and stations will 
exchange signal reports and their full six-digit Maidenhead locator. Submit your 
log sheet by 21:59 UTC on Saturday 11 June to sarlvhfuhfcontest@gmail.com. 
Get all the information on page 24 of the 2022 Blue Book. 


THE SARL TOP BAND CERTIFICATE 


The Top Band Certificate is sponsored by the South African Radio League. 
Its aim is to encourage more 160 m QSOs with southern African countries. 
All contacts after 1 January 1960 are valid for this award. Contacts must be 
established in the range of 1 800 to 2 000 kHz. ZS amateurs can transmit 
between 1 810 and 2 000 kHz. 


South African stations must submit confirmation of having contacted at least 
six different Southern African call areas, of which at least five must be in the 
Republic of South Africa. The sixth contact may be from the remaining South 
African call area (ZS) or from any of the bordering countries (Botswana, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia, eSwatini or Zimbabwe). 


DX stations within 1 000 km of the borders of South Africa need to confirm 
contact with three call areas in the RSA. Valid confirmations are paper QSL 
cards, SARL electronic QSLs or LoTW. Visit www.sarl.org.za/public/awards/ 
for all the information. It is easier than the WAZS! 


THE JUNE RADIO ZS 


The June 2022 issue of Radio ZS can be downloaded from the SARL web site. 
In the 100-page issue we look at the 8 metre band and then drop down to 160 
metres and also look at a transverter for 630 metres. The Jeugland ARC tells 
us more about their preparation for the balloon launch in October and SARL 
Hamnet tells about the 2022 Two Oceans Marathon. 


SARL MEMBERSHIP INVOICES 


The membership invoices for 2022/2023 were e-mail to members on Saturday 
28 May 2022. Kelley asks that no duplicate e-mail addresses are to be used 
for family members. Each member must have his or her own e-mail address. 
This helps with the database management and the invoicing process. Further, 
she asks that when you pay your membership, only use your call sign as the 
reference on the EFT or deposit. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
RADIO ZS CELEBRATES 75 YEARS IN JULY 


The July 2022 Radio ZS with be the 75th anniversary issue of the magazine. 
SARL Members and Clubs are invited to submit articles for this issue, in English 
and/or Afrikaans. Two articles have already been received from a radio amateur 
outside South Africa. There will be the regular YL.Beam, Lighthouse, RaDAR, 
HF, Jeugland and Museum items, but more is needed. What is your Club doing? 
What projects are you busy with? Share with your fellow radio amateurs. Send 
your article to radiozs@sarl.org.za in MS Word or OpenOffice format. 


CLUB NEWS 


The Annual General Meeting of the Port Elizabeth Amateur Radio Society 
took place on Saturday 21 May. The following members were elected to the new 
committee. 


Chairman: Donovan, ZS2DL 
Vice Chairman: Dave, ZS2DH 
Secretary: Chris, ZS2A AW 
Treasurer: Mike, ZS2MIC 


Committee members: Glen, ZS2GV; Ashley, ZS2AG — editor of QSX; Kevern, 
ZR2BK; Jimmy, ZS2JIM and Shaun, ZS2SG 


The new chairman thanked the outgoing committee for their hard work. PEARS 
would like to thank the SARL president Nico, ZS6QL for attending. It was a 
long day for Nico who also attended the RAE examination convened by PEARS. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The ZS3 QSO Party was well supported on Sunday 15 May. Thirty-three logs 
were received with three check logs. It was determined that 131 amateurs were 
active and just under 1 000 QSOs were made during the QSO Party. It was 
noted that many participants did not understand the rules - stations in ZS1, 
ZS2, ZS4, ZS5 and ZS6 should ONLY work stations in ZS3! 


1st Maryke, ZS3MN and Pieter, ZS3PN - 90 points 
3rd Peet, ZS3PL - 82 points 


All the amateur radio clubs in the Northern Cape thank everybody who partic- 
ipated and especially those who submitted a log. 


Twenty-eight logs were received for the third leg of the Wednesday 80 m Club 
contest held on 18 May. A number of stations could not participate because of 
the load shedding! 


1st the West Rand ARC - 734 points 

2nd the Northern Cape ARC - 500 points 
3rd the Hibiscus Coast ARC - 153 points 
1st Gerhard, ZS3TG - 146 points 

2nd Johan, ZS4DZ - 115 points 

3rd Hans, ZS6KR - 111 points 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
moderate levels. There are currently 11 sunspots with simple to complex mag- 
netic configurations visible. There is a high probability for C- and moderate 
probability for M-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predic- 
tions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 74. 
The 10 to 30 m bands will especially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. 
Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

Today — the CQ WPX CW contest and the closing date for SARL VHF/UHF 
Digital logs 

31 May — Republic Day 

4 June - International Cheese Day and the SARL VHF/UHF Activity Day 

4 and 5 June — the IARU Region 1 CW Field Day 

8 to 12 June — the SARL Top Band QSO Party 

11 June — the closing date for SARL VHF/UHF FM contest logs 

12 June — the Hammies QSO Party 

16 June - Youth Day and the SARL Youth QSO Party 


17 June — World QRP Day, a school holiday and and the closing date for Ham- 
mies and Top Band log sheets 


18 June — the SARL Saturday 40 m Club contest 
19 June — Father’s Day 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


On Friday evening 27 May, the RAE Manager sent the May RAE results by e- 
mail to the candidates who wrote the exam on Saturday 21 May. The President 
and Council of the SARL congratulates all the successful candidates. They also 
thank the RAE Manager and his team, the Club instructors and Invigilators 
and everybody involved with the RAE process. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Friday afternoon preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, proof 
read by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


